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The later ceramic material from Ronaldson’s Wharf Leith 
 
George R. Haggarty* 
Research Associate: national Museums Scotland 
         Ronaldson’s Wharf Leith Area F under excavation: image courtesy of John Lawson  
 
The Leith Ronaldson’s Wharf excavations carried out by the City of Edinburgh Archaeological 
Service at in 1997, see [illus a & b]. This large urban excavation covered two large areas either 
side of the medieval main street Sandport Street laid out formally in the 12
th
 century overlying and 
incorporating the pre burgh fishing settlement and port. The excavations uncovered extensive 
remains dating from the early foundation of the settlement (thought to be in the 10/11
th
 centuries) 
up to the 20
th
 century. 
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The excavations uncovered one of Edinburgh’s largest assemblages of medieval and later ceramic 
material. The vast majority of Industrial Produced ceramics have been divided into two principal 
groups, (1) and (2).  
 
(1) This consisted in the main of blue and white transfer-printed wares both Scottish and 
English, [word files 12-16], with lesser amounts of Scottish cut sponge decorated 
wares, [word files 8-10], hand painted wares [word file11] and banded wares [word 
file 6]. All the pottery except the buff banded wares are in standard white earthenware 
and seem to date in the main from the second and third quarters of the 19
th
 century.  
The vast majority of this material derives from Area G, see [illus d], context [3002] 
the fill of a sewer trench and [3003] the backfill of a lightwell for a late-18
th
/19
th
 
century Tenement sealed by a wooden floor.  Much of the ceramic material conjoins 
suggesting that it derived from a common source probably context [3003] with the 
material within the sewer fill being redeposited.   
 
(2) This assemblage principally derives from Area F located on the western side 
of Sandport Street an area principally of domestic occupation. The material consists in 
the main of 18
th
 century wares with some earlier tin-glazed earthenware shards. It 
comprised white salt-glazed stoneware [word file 2], scratch blue [word file 3], 
creamware [word file 4], tin-glazed earthenware [word file 7], Chinese export 
porcelain [word file 1] and pearlware [word file 17].  
 
In the main the British material derives from contexts [1139, 1160, 1162 and 1220], 
see [illus c], while the shards of Chinese porcelain derived mostly from the same 
contexts with a few outsiders, such as context [1035].  The dating of the British 
ceramic material suggests that the Chinese porcelain dates mainly from the earlier to 
middle Qianlong reign [1736-1796], but to the author a number of the shards look a 
bit earlier. The vast majority of the tin-glazed earthenware, which is almost certainly 
Dutch, was also recovered from Contexts [1139, 1162 and 1164] and like the Chinese 
porcelain some shards seem to be earlier, dating from the first quarter of the 18
th
 
century.  
 
Context [1139] a basement infill, while [1160] is a fill to the north of [1157] which 
underlies [1139]. Context [1162] was a mixed deposit between walls [1119] and 
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[1157] and it was made up of dumps of levelling material cut by [1161] same as 
[1152] and [1139].  Context [1220] was the fill of depression overlying [1529]. 
 
A number of small tin glazed shards were recovered from other contexts, and these 
will have to wait for the final publication to be dealt with properly.  However a 
number of important pieces deserve mention here; a foot-rim shard from an Italian 
Savona moulded and painted dish, context [1626] [word file 7 no 7-50], which must 
date to c. 1700, while the only shard of Portuguese, Lisbon tin-glaze, identified to-
date from a Scottish site, context [1305] [word file 7 no 7-20], is likely to be of 
somewhat similar date. There is also a large fragment from an Anglo-Dutch 
polychrome charger decorated with stylized plant in pale blue, pale plate tin-glazed 
earthenware plate from context [1147], and this is likely to date from the first half of 
the 17
th
 century, while other shards from context [1056-57] are also thought to be 17
th
 
century, but somewhat later in date.  Other tin-glazed shards from context [1314] are 
likely to date from c. 1710-20, while those from context [1152] probably date to c. 
1720-30.    
 
Given the number of conjoining shards between most of these contexts it must reflect 
a period of levelling activity during the 18
th
 century which may have disturbed an 
earlier dump.   
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